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Visit to Combe Mar<n Rural Division by SoS for Transport Mark Harper Maundy Thursday. 

 

The SoS was very interested in the Safer Roads Scheme and our plans to improve safety along the 
A361 to Mullaco>, including the ambiAon to put in average speed cameras,  we had a chat about the 
Tarka Trail and he was enthusiasAc about the electric buses you will have on the 21 route. I was very 
happy to bring him to the area and have the opportunity to explain life for us in rural Devon with 
regard to transport and how it differs from our more urban neighbours. 

Highway updates for the Parish. 

Last week I did several site visit with the local highway officer who will be chasing up why the safety 
defects and drainage issues have not been completed. Please keep reporAng the safety defects as 
they will be done, if you keep a note of the number and send over to me if they aren’t done, I can 
easily chase up.  

Watersmeet Road- Urgent Closure 

The contractor advised this Tuesday morning, the top of the slip areas where they are currently 
working isn’t as stable as first thought. These will require the anchors and neOng that they are 
installing to be extended slightly further up the bank. However, to do this the machine they have on 
site will need to be sat in the middle of the carriageway. The road isn’t wide enough at this locaAon 
to allow traffic to pass safely at the same Ame. 
  



As the Watersmeet Road is currently being used as a diversion route during the day (see below), the 
contractor will be working at night to complete this. They will be closing the road from 7pm unAl 
6am(likely they will only work unAl midnight as the noise could echo down the valley) for up to 3 
nights (9th, 10th & 11th   of April). It is hoped that they will complete it in 2 nights, but we will say 3 
nights in case of any issues encountered on site.  
  
The diversion will be the A39 to Barbrook, and down the B3234 into Lynmouth and vice versa. 

  
New Bridge at Slocombeslade 

 
Very pleased with this work and the repair to the bridge at Bridgeball. 

  
Safer Roads Fund 

Devon County Council has been awarded more than £5m by the Department for Transport (DfT) to 
deliver safety improvements on the A361 in North Devon. As menAoned above this will include 
average speed cameras along the route and improvements to juncAons and crossing points. Detail 
will be worked up over the next weeks 

This is one of only 17 roads in England to be allocated funding from the Safer Roads Fund.  

Next stage of the Tarka Trail 

Some detail for you; 

Phase 2 – works to start this week 

700 metre long x 3.5m wide tarmacked track, built on the former railway.  

Works entail extensive vegetaAon clearance, drainage construcAon including 3 new culverts, 
earthworks, construcAon of the new track which consists of recycled road plannings for the base and 
a tarmacked surface. 

DirecAonal signing, fencing and picnic/rest areas to be installed along the trail. 



Land acquired from 3 separate landowners over an 8 year period. 

Planning permission granted for construcAon in 2023. Works to start Easter 2024. 

Biodiversity Net Gain work agreed on three off site DCC owned locaAons, which entails tree and 
shrub planAng.  

Overall Cost £583k. 

Devon Awarded £5.3m for zero emission buses 

A fleet of 41 electric buses are set to take to Devon’s roads in Exeter, North Devon and Torridge. 

DCC’s successful joint bid with Stagecoach has secured £5.3 million from the second round of the 
Department for Transport’s Zero Emission Bus Regional Areas (ZEBRA) scheme. 

Stagecoach will be invesAng a further £15 million into the project to roll out new EV buses in Exeter 
on Service 4, Service A and the Green Park and Ride service, while in North Devon and Torridge they 
will operate on Services 21/21A as well as town services in Barnstaple. 

The introducAon of electric buses, which should be on the road by early 2026, is expected to create a 
new image which we hope will appeal to new passengers, boost park and ride use and improve air 
quality by reducing polluAon. 

Stagecoach is ready to roll out EV charging infrastructure across its depots, including Exeter and 
Barnstaple. 

This new investment will form the basis for the bus company to expand its fleet of zero and low 
emission vehicles across the south west, and there are also plans in place to develop a community 
charging hub at the Majord depot in Exeter. 

Councillor Andrea Davis, Cabinet Member for Climate Change, Environment and Transport, said: 

We want to tackle carbon emissions and reducing emissions of public transport can have a huge 
impact in helping us achieve our net zero targets. These new electric buses can help transform our 
local bus network in Devon and hopefully they will appeal to more people and encourage them to 
travel by bus. I am very pleased that the 21 buses are included in this as no only will it show that 
buses on long rural routes can be electric it also serves some of the communiAes I represent. 

Devon County Council are one of 25 local authoriAes across the country receiving a share of the £143 
million funding through the second round of the ZEBRA programme, enabling the rollout of 955 zero 
emission buses in England. 

General Devon updates……. 

Government cash support for Devon’s special needs educa<on 

A high level agreement has been signed between Devon County Council and the Government which 
will see an extra £95 million of naAonal funds set aside to reduce the deficit on special needs 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/143-million-for-better-bus-journeys-as-almost-a-thousand-zero-emission-buses-to-hit-the-road
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/about/south-west


educaAon. In common with councils across the country, we have been negoAaAng with the 
Government for extra funding under the so-called Safety Valve programme. 

Devon Retrofit guide 

Devon County Council have published a free guide giving Devon homeowners, tradespeople and 
architects detailed advice about adding energy efficiency measures to the house types most 
commonly found in Devon. 

We have led the producAon of the guide on behalf of Energy Saving Devon, as part of our work to 
improve the quality and speed of work to improve the energy efficiency of homes – also called 
‘retrofiOng’ . 

The retrofiOng of homes in Devon is needed to eliminate carbon emissions by 2050, lower energy 
bills and create comfortable, healthy homes. 

The guide focuses on how to upgrade four of the most common housing types in Devon: Victorian 
granite detached houses, mid-century detached houses, mid-century semi-detached houses and cob 
houses. 

Almost 25 per cent of Devon’s greenhouse gas emissions come from our homes and around 80 per 
cent of the housing we will occupy in 2050 has already been built. 

The Devon Retrofit Guide covers a range of retrofit components including insulaAon, renewable 
energy systems and venAlaAon. It gives technical details to equip installers and architects with the 
knowledge and tools to advise clients about how to reduce their energy costs and carbon emissions. 
It’s equally useful for competent DIYers. 

The Energy Saving Devon Retrofit Guide is free to download here: The Devon Retrofit Guide  

DCC awarded more than £7m to deliver more Electric Vehicle charging points 

Devon County Council has been awarded more than £7m of Government funding to support its 
delivery of thousands of new, publicly accessible, Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points across the 
county over the next few years. 

The capital funding comes from the Department for Transport’s Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 
(LEVI) Fund. The Fund aims to support the roll-out of electric vehicle charging infrastructure across 
England, for drivers without off-street parking. and we’ve received one of the largest allocaAons in 
the country. 

With the rainfall forecast over the next few days on already saturated ground………… 

Highway emergency number is :0345 155 1004 (If you are repor<ng an emergency that is very 
likely to present an imminent threat to life or serious injury or serious damage to property) 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.energysavingdevon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/44/2024/02/231121_2067_Devon-Retrofit_LR.pdf&data=05%257C02%257Cdavid.beasley@devon.gov.uk%257C3986c23f0db44961736c08dc3e0bbf8c%257C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%257C0%257C0%257C638453467563837944%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%257C0%257C%257C%257C&sdata=9uMv9/8id9+LoW8IFAB0hTkkJIby1zFdV8YWCf1s2Fw=&reserved=0
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